


SAWPSHR\LEGCNSL\XYWRITE\SRFO3\TRNSAUTH.3

© 00 N O 0o B~ W N PP

N NN NN R P R R R R RR R e
E W N B O © 0 N O O A W N R O

July 2, 2003 (2:49 p.m.)

58

amendment to a section or other provision of law, the ref-
erence shall be considered to be made to a section or other
provision of title 49, United States Code.
SEC. 152. LOAD CAPACITY LABELING FOR LIGHT TRUCKS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 323 is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:
“832310. Load capacity of light trucks

“Each manufacturer of a new light duty truck manu-
factured after September 30, 2005, and distributed in
commerce for sale in the United States, shall establish
each year for each model year and cause to be attached
In a prominent place on each of those trucks at least 1
label containing a statement of the vehicle’s maximum
weight carrying capacity.”.

(b) RULEMAKING DEADLINES.—The Secretary of
Transportation shall issue—

(1) a notice of a proposed rulemaking to estab-
lish a methodology for computing the maximum
weight carrying capacity of light duty trucks re-
quired to be labeled under section 32310 of title 49,
United States Code, not later than June 30, 2004;
and

(2) a final rule under that section not later

than June 30, 2005.
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(¢) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter anal-
ysis for chapter 301 is amended by inserting after the item

relating to section 30127 the following:

“32310. Load capacity of licht trucks”.
SEC. 153. VEHICLE CRASH EJECTION PREVENTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 301 is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“§30128. Vehicle accident ejection protection

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall issue a safe-
ty standard to reduce complete and partial ejection from
passenger motor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating
of up to 10,000 pounds that are involved in accidents that
present a risk of occupant ejection. The reduction in such
ejections shall be based on the combined ejection-mitiga-
tion capabilities of safety technologies, such as advanced
side glazing, side curtains, and side impact air bags.

“(b) DOOR LOCK AND RETENTION STANDARD.—The
Secretary shall issue a rule to require manufacturers of
new passenger motor vehicles distributed in commerce for
sale in the United States to make such modifications to
door locks, door latches, and retention components of
doors in such vehicles as the Secretary determines to be
necessary to prevent occupant ejection in vehicle acci-
dents.”.

(b) RULEMAKING DEADLINES.
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(1) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall issue—

(A) a notice of a proposed rulemaking
under section 30128 of title 49, United States
Code, not later than June 30, 2005; and

(B) a final rule under that section not
later than June 30, 2006.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE OF REQUIREMENTS.

Any requirement imposed under the final rule issued
under paragraph (1) shall become fully effective no

later than December 31, 2008.

(¢) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There
are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary of
Transportation $500,000 for each of fiscal years 2004 and
2005 to promulgate rules under section 30128 of title 49,
United States Code.

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter anal-
ysis for chapter 301 is amended by inserting after the item
relating to section 30127 the following:

“30128. Vehicle accident ejection protection”.
SEC. 154. VEHICLE BACKOVER AVOIDANCE TECHNOLOGY
STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration shall con-
duct a study of effective methods for reducing the inci-
dence of injury and death outside of parked vehicles attrib-
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tection afforded to occupants in side impact crashes
imvolving passenger motor vehicles with a gross vehi-

cle weight of not more than 10,000 pounds.

“(2) TEST METHODOLOGY.—In prescribing the

standard under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

“(A) evaluate additional test barriers and
measurements of occupant head impact and
neck injuries;

“(C) consider the need for additional and
new crash test dummies that represent the full
range of occupant sizes and weights; and

“(D) review side impact criteria, including
consideration of criteria established by the In-

surance Institute for Hichway Safety.”.

(b) RULEMAKING DEADLINES.—

(1) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary of Transpor-

tation shall—

(A) issue a notice of a proposed rule-
making under section 30130 of title 49, United
States Code, not later than March 31, 2004;
and

(B) issue a final rule not later than March
31, 2006.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE OF REQUIREMENTS.—The

Secretary shall phase-in any requirements imposed
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under a final rule issued under paragraph (1) begin-
ning no sooner than 1 year, for a rule under section
30130(a), and no sooner than 2 years, for a rule
under section 30130(b) or (¢). No sooner than 4
yvears after the date of publication of the final rule
and no later than 54 months after that date, the
Secretary shall begin a phase-in of the test proce-
dures and guidelines for measuring injury risk to the
abdomen and thorax of occupants of vehicles to

which the rule applies.
(¢) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter anal-
ysis for chapter 301 is amended by inserting after the item

relating to section 30129 the following:

“30130. Improved crashworthiness of passenger motor vehicles”.
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SEC. 158. 15-PASSENGER VANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transportation
shall initiate a rulemaking and issue a final regulation no
later than September 31, 2004, to include 15-passenger
vans and passenger motor vehicles with a gross vehicle
weight of up to 10,000 pounds in the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’s dynamic rollover testing
program and require such passenger motor vehicles, in-
cluding 15-passenger vans with a gross vehicle weight of
up to 10,000 pounds to comply with all existing and pro-
spective Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards for occu-
pant protection and vehicle crash avoidance.
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(b) NEW CAR ASSESSMENT PROGRAM.—The Sec-
retary shall initiate a rulemaking and issue a final regula-
tion no later than September 31, 2004, to include pas-
senger motor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight of up
to 10,000 pounds, including 15-passenger vans under var-
ious load conditions, in the Administration’s New Car As-
sessment Program rollover resistance program.

(¢) FINAL FMCSA RULE MANDATED.—The Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration shall issue and im-
plement a final rule requiring the application of Federal
motor carrier safety regulations to 15-passenger vans used
for commercial purposes.

(d) VEHICLE CONTROL TECHNOLOGY FOR 15-PAS-

SENGER VANS.

The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration shall evaluate, in conjunction with manu-
facturers, and test the potential of technological systems,
particularly electronic stability control systems and rear-
view mirror-based rollover warning systems, to assist driv-
ers in maintaining control of 15-passenger vans with a
oross vehicle weight of up to 10,000 pounds.
SEC. 159. TIRES.
(a) ANTICIPATORY TIRE REPLACEMENT.—Section
30120(b) is amended by adding at the end the following:
“(3) REIMBURSEMENT FOR TIRES REPLACED BE-

FORE REPLACEMENT NOTIFICATION IS RECEIVED.—A
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manufacturer, through its remedy program, shall include
a plan for reimbursing an owner or purchaser who in-
curred the cost of the remedy in advance of the manufac-
turer’s notification under subsection (b) or (¢) of section
30118 up to 6 months after the last defect notice is mailed
to owners.”.
(b) MORE SAFETY PERFORMANCE CRITERIA.—
(1) UPGRADE STANDARD.—No later than June
1, 2005, the Secretary of Transportation shall issue
a final rule to upegrade Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard 139 (new pneumatic radial tires for light
vehicles), to take effect June 1, 2007, to include
safety performance criteria not addressed in the
June 2003 final rule mandated by the Transpor-
tation Recall Enhancement, Accountability, and
Documentation Act of 2000 to improve the following
safety performance criteria for light vehicle tires:
(A) Strength and road hazard protection.
(B) Resistance to bead unseating and
aging.
(2) TECHNOLOGY USE AND REPORT.—The Sec-
retary shall reconsider the use of shearography anal-
ysis, on a sampling basis, for regulatory compliance

and the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
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tration shall report to Congress on the most cost ef-

fective methods of using such technology.
SEC. 160. SAFETY BELT USE REMINDERS.

(a) NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULES TO ENCOURAGE
MoORE SEAT BELT USE.—No later than 12 months after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Trans-
portation shall issue a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to
amend the Kederal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No.
208 for passenger cars, multipurpose passenger vehicles,
and trucks with a gross vehicle weight of less than 10,000
pounds to encourage increased seat belt usage by drivers
and right outboard front seat passengers. The proposed
rule shall address the potential safety benefits and public
acceptability of alternative means to encourage increased
seat belt usage, including intermittent or continuous audi-
ble or visual reminders when a driver or right outboard
front seat passenger is not wearing a seat belt, features
to prevent operation of convenience or entertainment fea-
tures of the vehicle when a driver or right outboard front
seat passenger is not wearing a seat belt, and any other
seat belt use, including but not limited to technology iden-
tified by the National Academy of Sciences in its study
of the potential benefits of seat belt usage reminder tech-

nologies.
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(b) FINAL RULE.—No later than 24 months after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall issue
the final rule required by subsection (a). If the Secretary

decides to amend Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard

1

2

3

4

5 No. 208 to require new vehicles to provide seat belt use-
6 encouraging technologies, any audible reminder permitted
7 by the standard shall be differentiated by some means
8 from the audible signal that operates only during the 8-
9 second period after the ignition is turned to the “‘start”
10 or “on” position.
11 SsEec. 161. MISSED DEADLINES REPORTS.
12 (a) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary of Transportation
13 fails to meet any rulemaking deadline established in this
14 subtitle, the Secretary shall transmit a report to the Sen-
15 ate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
16 and the House of Representatives Committee on Trans-

17 portation and Infrastructure within 90 days after missing

18 the deadline—

19 (1) explaining why the Secretary failed to meet
20 the deadline; and

21 (2) setting forth a date by which the Secretary
22 anticipates that the rulemaking will be made.

23 (b) CONSIDERATION OF EFFECTS.—The Secretary of

24 Transportation shall consider the potential consequences,

25 in terms of the number of deaths and the number and
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severity of injuries, that may result from not meeting any
such deadline.
SEC. 162. GRANTS FOR IMPROVING CHILD PASSENGER
SAFETY PROGRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 4 of title 23, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the following:
“8412. Booster seat incentive grants

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transportation
shall make a grant under this section to any eligible State.

“(b) ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall make a
orant to each State that, as determined by the Sec-
retary, enacts or has enacted, and is enforcing a law
requiring that children riding in passenger motor ve-
hicles (as defined in section 405(f)(5)) who are too
large to be secured in a child safety seat (as defined
in section 405(f)(1)) be secured in a child restraint
(as defined in section 7(1) of Anton’s Law (49
U.S.C. 30127 note)) that meets requirements pre-
seribed by the Secretary under section 3 of Anton’s
Law.

“(2) YEAR IN WHICH FIRST ELIGIBLE.—

“(A) EARLY QUALIFICATION.—A State
that has enacted a law described in paragraph

(1) that is in effect before October 1, 2005, is
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1 first eligible to receive a grant under subsection

2 (a) in fiscal year 2006.

3 “(B) SUBSEQUENT QUALIFICATION.—A

4 State that enacts a law described in paragraph

5 (1) that takes effect after September 30, 2005,

6 i1s first eligible to receive a grant under sub-

7 section (a) in the first fiscal year beginning

8 after the date on which the law is enacted.

9 “(3) CONTINUING ELIGIBILITY.—A State that
10 18 eligible under paragraph (1) to receive a grant
11 may receive a grant during each fiscal year listed in
12 subsection (f) in which it is eligible.

13 “(4) MAXIMUM NUMBER OF GRANTS.—A State
14 may not receive more than 4 grants under this sec-
15 tion.

16 “(¢) GRANT AMOUNT.—Amounts available for grants

17 under this section in any fiscal year shall be apportioned

18 among the eligible States on the basis of population.

19 “(d) USE OF GRANT AMOUNTS.
20 “(1) IN GENERAL.—Of the amounts received by
21 a State under this section for any fiscal year—
22 “(A) 50 percent shall be used for the en-
23 forcement of, and education to promote public
24 awareness of, State child passenger protection
25 laws; and
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1 “(B) 50 percent shall be used to fund pro-
2 orams that purchase and distribute child boost-
3 er seats, child safety seats, and other appro-
4 priate passenger motor vehicle child restraints
5 to indigent families without charge.
6 “(2) REPORT.—Within 60 days after the State
7 fiscal year in which a State receives a grant under
8 this section, the State shall transmit to the Sec-
9 retary a report documenting the manner in which
10 orant amounts were obligated or expended and iden-
11 tifying the specific programs supports by grant
12 funds. The report shall be in a form prescribed by
13 the Secretary and may be combined with other State
14 orant reporting requirements under this chapter.
15 “(e) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Not more than
16 2.5 percent of the amount appropriated to carry out this
17 section for any fiscal year may be obligated or expended
18 for administrative expenses.
19 “(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There
20 are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary of
21 Transportation, out of the Highway Trust Fund—
22 “(1) $18,000,000 for fiscal year 2006;
23 “(2) $20,000,000 for fiscal year 2007;
24 “(3) $25,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; and
25 “(4) $30,000,000 for fiscal year 2009.”.
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